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13 Minnesotans to be inducted into Minnesota State High School League Hall of Fame

Class includes pro baseball player, NFL referee, legendary coaches and administrators

With thousands of successful students, hundreds of years of service and countless career achievements among them, 13 outstanding Minnesotans will receive the Minnesota State High School League’s highest honor and be inducted into its Hall of Fame on Sunday, May 15, 1 p.m., at the Edinburgh USA Golf and Event Center in Brooklyn Park.


“It is an honor to recognize the 2011 Hall of Fame inductees,” said Les Zellmann, president of the Minnesota State High School League Board of Directors. “They are extraordinary individuals who have earned scores of state and national awards for coaching, officiating, judging, and administering high school activity programs.”


The 2011 inductees are:


Geri Dirth, Coach ― Apple Valley High School Girls’ Track and Field, Girls’ Cross Country Running, and Girls’ Basketball


Donald Fosburgh, Coach/Judge ― St. Peter High School Speech and Debate

Nancy Grimes, Assistant Principal for Arts and Sciences ― Apple Valley High School


Zigurd “Ziggy” Kauls, Coach ― Mounds View High School Boys’ Basketball

Michael Kingery, Multi-Sport Athlete/Pro Baseball Player ― Atwater High School


James Kovaleski, Athletic Official ― Waconia Public Schools

Norman Kragseth, Multi-Sport Athlete/NFL Official ― Duluth Central High School

Milan Mader, Coach ― Lakeville North High School Girls’ Gymnastics, Girls’ Volleyball, and Track & Field

Robert Nangle, Athletic Administrator ― Pipestone Area High School

Thomas Saterdalen, Coach ― Bloomington Jefferson High School Boys’ Hockey and Boys’ Tennis

Charles Scanlon, Coach ― Apple Valley High School Boys’ Soccer and Girls’ Hockey

Dean Verdoes, Coach/Athletic Director ― Henry Sibley High School Boys’ Soccer, Basketball and Golf


R. Eugene “Lefty” Wright, Coach/Athletic Official ― St. Louis Park High School Track & Field and Cross Country

The League’s Hall of Fame, which is sponsored by Wells Fargo, was started in 1991. The inductees were chosen through a multi-level selection process that included League member schools and a committee of athletics, fine arts, and educational leaders. This year’s induction brings the Hall of Fame membership to 186.

In addition to honoring the 2011 inductees, the League will present Awards of Merit to: Gary Parker, gymnastics official from Fridley; Bill Lester, executive director of the Minnesota Sports Facilities Commission; KSTC-TV, Channel 45, the League’s broadcast partner; and Wells Fargo, the premier sponsor of the League.

Here are snapshots of the 2011 Hall of Fame Class members:

Geri Grimm Dirth ― During her 31 years at Apple Valley High School Geri Dirth has coached the girls’ cross country running, track and field and basketball teams. Her track and field teams have won 10 Lake Conference and True Team championships, 15 section titles and five state championships, including three in a row (1993-1995).

Dirth has coached 25 individual state champions and one Olympian - Shani Marks-Johnson. The cross country running teams she coached for eight years were highly competitive. The 1984 team won the section title and finished third in state.

Dirth’s honors have been many — Minnesota High School Coaches Association Section Coach of the Year 15 times; True Team Track and Field Coach of the Year 10 times; Minnesota Track and Field Coach of the Year twice; and the 2007 National Track and Field Coach of the Year. She’s also in the Luther College Hall of Fame.

Donald Fosburgh ― For 45 years, Fosburgh has dedicated himself to raising the bar of Minnesota’s theater, speech and debate programs. His St. Peter High School speech and debate teams produced many state champions, but Forburgh never kept records of wins and losses. He based his success on how much his students learned from their experience.

Much of Fosburgh’s time has been spent managing local and section speech competitions, giving back to local and national forensic organizations, and judging. His reputation for integrity and fairness continues to make him one of the most sought-after judges for section and state speech tournaments.

Fosburgh’s many honors include — the National Forensics League’s Diamond Key Award; the Minnesota Speech Coaches Association Distinguished Service Award and 25-Year Coach Award; CTAM’s Outstanding Individual in Communications and Theater Award; and the 1994 Outstanding Speech and Debate Educator Award from the National Federation Interscholastic Speech and Debate Association.

Nancy Grimes ― Nancy Grimes is one of the fiercest advocates for the arts in Minnesota history. As Apple Valley High School’s assistant principal for arts and sciences, Grimes was tasked with developing a program comparable to the school’s already successful academic and athletic departments. She exceeded expectations, creating one of the most esteemed fine arts programs in the nation.

During her tenure Apple Valley High School received a commendation by the National Endowment for the Arts and recognition as one of the nation’s best schools by Redbook Magazine. In 1986 the Lake Conference became a model for other conferences when it adopted a conference-level recognition program for fine arts.

Among Grimes’ many honors are — the Lake Conference Distinguished Service Award; the Secondary Arts Principal of the Year Award; the Minnesota Alliance for Arts in Education School Administrator Award; and the Apple Valley High School Fine Arts Council Distinguished Arts Advocate Award.

Zigurd Kauls ― With 721 career victories, 11 conference titles, 13 state tournament appearances, and two state championships, Mounds View High School’s boys’ basketball coach “Ziggy” Kauls is the third winningest coach in Minnesota basketball history. Three Mr. Basketball winners have graduated from his program, as did Mark Lansberger who went on to win two NBA championships with the Los Angeles Lakers.

Kauls is only the second coach in Mounds View’s basketball history. He took over the program in 1967 and during his 44 years he has been twice named the State Coach of the Year and he holds many Section Coach of the Year honors. He is considered a leader in the Minnesota High School Basketball Coaches Association for his tireless efforts to elevate the game and help fellow coaches with their own programs.

Coach Kauls himself was an all-star student athlete, playing in the 1959 District finals for Forest Lake High School, and earning All-Conference honors playing basketball for Hamline University. He is a member of the Forest Lake, Mounds View, Hamline University and Minnesota High School Basketball Coaches Association Halls of Fame.

Michael Kingery ― Michael Kingery is one of the greatest athletes in Minnesota high school history, lettering 18 times in four sports at Atwater High School. He batted over .400 in baseball, rushed for 3,319 yards in football, averaged 18 points per game in basketball, and also found time to win the Region 5A 220-yard dash. By his senior year he had received the coveted Hengstler-Ranweiler Award, several all-state awards and numerous scholarship offers in three sports.

Kingery signed with the Kansas City Royals in 1979. Over the course of the next 17 seasons he played for Seattle, San Francisco, Colorado, Oakland and Pittsburgh. In 1994 he was hitting .349 for the Rockies and was named Colorado Rockie of the Month. He received the Danny Thompson award in 1995 and was inducted into the West Central Daily Tribune Sports Hall of Fame in 2004.

Upon returning to Minnesota in 1997, he opened the Solid Foundation Baseball School, sharing what he knows best with Minnesota’s next generation of student athletes and community leaders.

James Kovaleski ― James Kovaleski made his mark as one of the League’s most widely respected and sought-after officials from 1957 until his death in 2005. His resume proclaims eight State Football Tournament games, including three Prep Bowls games, five state girls’ basketball tournaments, and numerous section basketball games.

A member of the Minneapolis Officials Association for 36 years, Kovaleski served as the association’s assignor and president and mentored scores of basketball and football officials. His talents gained the notice of many local college athletic coordinators and he soon began assigning and supervising football officials for the Minnesota Intercollegiate Athletic Conference.

Kovaleski also was a tireless advocate for Minnesota’s adapted athletics programs. He refereed adapted soccer, adapted floor hockey and adapted softball for nearly 20 years and served as coordinator of officials for the League’s adapted state tournaments. In 1992 Kovaleski was honored with the Minnesota State High School Coaches Association Distinguished Service Award.

Norman Kragseth ― With 21 state championships and 23 varsity letters in seven sports at Duluth Central High School, Kragseth is arguably one of the greatest all-around athletes in the state’s history. From 1946 to 1949 he led the Trojans to four consecutive state championships in ski jumping, downhill skiing and Nordic skiing. He also excelled in tennis, golf, track, baseball, basketball and was first team all-state in football his senior year.


Kragseth began his second chapter in League history as an official. After graduating from Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois, where he played and then coached football under the famous Lou Sabin, Kragseth coached and officiated high school football. It wasn’t long before he was officiating at the college level, including the Big Ten Conference.


In 1974 Kragseth became the first NFL official from Minnesota and officiated the first NFL game held in the Hubert H. Humphrey Metrodome between the Vikings and Seattle Seahawks. He also was a member of the crew that officiated Super Bowl XIV in Pasadena, California.

Kragseth retired from officiating in 1988. Today he scouts and observes high school and college football for the NFL Office of Officiating.


Milan Mader ― For 44 years, Coach Milan Mader has put his heart and soul into advocating for girls’ sports. Year after year his Lakeville North teams have shown the fruits of his labor; most recently by winning the 2010 Class AAA state girls’ volleyball championship after five runner-up finishes and 15 appearances at the state tournament. Overall the Panthers have amassed an impressive record of 806 wins, which makes Mader one of the winningest volleyball coaches in the state. He is only the second coach to reach the 800-win plateau.


Mader’s record also includes 10 state girls’ gymnastics championships between 1986 and 2003, including six consecutive titles (1995 – 2000) and five undefeated seasons. The Panthers also were undefeated in dual meet competitions from 1989 to 2000.


A former international distance runner for the Czech Republic, Mader has also coached Lakeville North’s track and field distance runners since 1977.


In recognition of his achievements and contributions Mader has been named State Volleyball Coach of the Year and Section 3AAA Coach of the Year twice. He has been inducted into the State Gymnastics Coaches Hall of Fame, the Minnesota Volleyball Coaches Hall of Fame, the Lakeville North Athletic Hall of Fame, and the University of Minnesota Gymnastics Hall of Fame. This year he also was awarded the Special Merit Award by the Minnesota Coalition of Women in Athletics.

Robert Nangle ― Leadership and integrity are the words that come to mind when describing Robert Nangle, Pipestone Area’s athletic administrator for the past 35 years. Beginning as a coach in 1963, Nangle was named District 8’s Football Coach of the Year every year until 1971. He also was named Boys Basketball Coach of the Year in 1983, Boys Track Coach of the Year six times between 1968 and 1990, and Girls Track Coach of the Year in 1986, 1987 and 1993.

But it is as athletic administrator that Nangle has impacted athletes and coaches the most. His excellent problem-solving skills, reputation for fairness, and willingness to mentor fellow coaches and administrators are legendary. His continuing dedication to students is evidenced by the college scholarships he has personally awarded to Pipestone Area athletes for each of the last12 years. Nangle also was a driving force behind the development of the Pipestone athletic complex, Paulsen Field.

Nangle has been honored as the Minnesota Class A Athletic Director of the Year; Nike’s Minnesota Athletic Director of the Year, and has been inducted into the Minnesota Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association Hall of Fame, the Dakota State University Athletic Hall of Fame and the Pipestone Area High School Hall of Fame.


Thomas Saterdalen ― Tom Saterdalen is a Minnesota coaching icon. In 29 years at Bloomington’s Jefferson High School, his boys’ hockey teams have won 545 games, 13 conference championships, 15 section titles and five state championships, including three in a row (1992-1994). That run encompassed a 60-game unbeaten streak — the second longest in state history.

Saterdalen’s addition to the League’s Hall of Fame is the fourth hall that bears his name. He’s a member of the Minnesota High School Hockey Coaches Hall of Fame, the Jefferson High School Athletic Hall of Fame, and the Bemidji State University Athletic Hall of Fame. He was Minnesota Coach of the Year five times, the recipient of the John Mariucci and Cliff Thompson awards, and in 1994 was named the National Coaches Association Special Coach of the Year.


In addition to hockey, Saterdalen also coached boys’ tennis. His teams won eight conference, three section and two state championships in 1994 and 1996. Saterdalen was named Minnesota Tennis Coach of the Year in 1996.


Saterdalen retired from Bloomington Jefferson High School in 2002. Today he teaches graduate courses for teachers and coaches on achieving peak performance both in the classroom and on the field.

Charles Scanlon ― This year Apple Valley’s Charles Scanlon became the winningest coach in Minnesota soccer history. His amazing 541-89-46 record includes nine state, 17 section and 20 conference championships. Currently his team is on a 47-game winning streak, another state record. Coach Scanlon is credited with developing one of the top soccer programs in the nation, and this year was named the Division I National Coach of the Year by the National Soccer Coaches Association.

Coach Scanlon also pioneered the girls’ hockey program at Apple Valley. His team won the nation’s first-ever girls state championship game in 1995. His team also won the first-ever televised girls state championship game in 1998. In 18 years Scanlon’s teams have accumulated 217 victories, three section championships, two state titles and one third-place finish.

Since taking the helm at Apple Valley High School, Scanlon has been named State Soccer Coach of the Year four times, Section Soccer Coach of the Year 12 times, and the 2009 ESPN RISE High School National Soccer Coach of the Year. He continues to be a tireless teacher, coach and mentor for the thousands of students who pass through Apple Valley High School every year.


Dean Verdoes ― Dean Verdoes’ legendary career as coach and athletic director began as an athlete in the small town of Edgerton. As a starter for the legendary 1960 Flying Dutchmen basketball team, he was pivotal in helping Edgerton become the smallest school ever to win the Minnesota boys’ basketball championship.

Upon graduating from Macalester College, Verdoes put his passion for athletics to work as a teacher and coach at Clarkfield, Madison and Henry Sibley high schools. He was skilled at sharing his winning philosophy with thousands of students who came through his basketball, soccer and golf programs; and thousands more in all sports while he held the position of athletic director at Henry Sibley for another 12 years. He was twice named the Region 3AA Athletic Director of the Year.


Verdoes also served on the Minnesota State High School League Board of Directors and its 50-member subcommittee that looked into classifications for all sports and was asked to help formulate a plan for a two-class hockey tournament. He has also worked in various capacities at dozens of state tournaments. His contributions to the professional organizations that represent athletic directors and coaches are far too numerous to list. He is a lifetime member of the Minnesota High School Coaches Association and a retired member of the Minnesota Association of Athletic Administrators.

R. Eugene “Lefty” Wright ― This 40-year veteran of track and field and cross country running began changing the course of Minnesota running sports in 1958 as a coach for St. Louis Park High School. Coach Eugene “Lefty” Wright’s then “radical” training methods included a healthy diet, off-season weight training, “little hurdles” and the blind exchange — all common practice today. 

His teams won four state track and field championships (1962, 1963, 1965 and 1966) and one state cross country running championship in 1961, followed by multiple second- and third-place finishes. He became the school’s athletic director in 1977 and was named Regional Athletic Director of the Year five times between 1977 and 1993.

Wright’s drive for innovation and improvement continued when he moved into meet management and officiating — services he has provided the League and its member schools for more than 40 years. Wright introduced the use of swing ropes and chips to help sort runners at the finish of cross country running meets and tally team scores, as well as the concept of having a separate starter and separate referee at major meets to reduce chaos and improve the track experience. Wright is still sought out regularly to be a lead official at major track and field and cross country running meets throughout the country, including the Big Ten Championships, NCAA Division III Championships, MIAC Championships and USA Track and Field Championships.

Wright has been inducted into the Minnesota High School Cross Country Coaches Hall of Fame and into the USA Track and Field Hall of Fame.
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