Minnesota State High School League

Board of Directors Meeting

August 16, 2011
Meeting Synopsis
Action Items

· The new Class AAAAAA football playoff structure was approved. The new class of the largest 32 schools (four sections of eight) becomes effective with the 2012 season. Come playoff time, the teams will be seeded 1-8 in each section and the pairings will be 1 vs. 8, 2 vs. 7, 3 vs. 6, and 4 vs. 5 on the Friday of the week following the Education Minnesota break. After the first round the four remaining teams from each section will be cross-bracketed with another section for play the following Friday. The higher-seeded team will host these “crossover games” that will determine eight state qualifiers. Those eight teams will then be seeded 1-4 with a blind draw determining opponents, according to Board policy. The four state quarterfinals would be played the next Friday. The two Class AAAAAA semifinals will be played on Thursday evening prior to the Friday-Saturday semifinals for the other classes. The championship game would be the fourth and final game played in the evening on the Friday following Thanksgiving.
· The annual school expense reimbursements for the 2010-11 school year were approved. A total of $625,799 will be shared by about 360 member schools that sent individuals or teams to state tournaments. Finance Director Rich Matter said that about 70 percent of member schools will be receiving checks to assist with the expenses related to participation in state competition.

· Four rules changes for the current 2011-12 school year impacting girls’ dance team were approved, including a revision that disqualifications will be reserved only for flagrant rules violations.

· Two-year contract renewals were approved for speech, debate and theater consultant Mike Tillmann, music consultant Carl Lipke, legal counsel Kelly & Lemmons, and legislative lobbyist Roger Aronson.

Discussion Items

· Media Specialist John Millea briefed the Board about his ongoing discussions with the Minnesota High School Press Association regarding a potential partnership for its annual journalism competition.
· Associate Directors Lisa Lissimore and Kevin Merkle briefed the Board about continued planning for marking 100 years of state basketball tournaments in 2012. Current plans include a commemorative publication, special promotions and features by television partner KSTC-TV Channel 45, commemorative merchandise, special League website content, and special programs and displays at the state girls’ and boys’ basketball tournaments.
Board Committee Reports


Eligibility Committee


The Board adopted four separate eligibility recommendations from the committee, three of which recommended censure of head coaches and the fourth tabling another issue pending receipt of further information.


Audit/Finance Committee


The Board approved the financial statements for the months of May, June and July. At the committee’s recommendation, the Board also approved contracting with the state auditor’s office to conduct a mandated review of League finances. The Board also approved extending a $6,000 grant to Administrative Region 4A, a region with numerous very small schools both public and private, to help offset section tournament expenses.

Marketing Committee


The committee recommended and the Board approved a three-year contract extension to the League’s apparel and merchandise vendor Preferred Design of Woodbury.

Technology/Coaches and Officials Education Committee


The committee reported that the League website is now more robust with the addition of new server and expanded bandwidth. The committee also reported that TeamUp funds were used to finance the accelerated development of the coaches education modules to include the presentation and tracking of state-mandated concussion education. Beginning this school year, all head coaches are required to complete a four-module online education program, including the concussion information, prior to the beginning of each season.
Extra Points
· A resolution was adopted in appreciation and recognition for service by former Board members Carol Bomben, Ray Kirch, Brent Robbins, John Schumacher, Bill Webb and Les Zellmann.
· Routine approval was also given to the new Official Handbook, Board Policy Manual, Region Secretaries Manual, Officials Policy Manual, and League Employee Handbook.
· The previously scheduled June 4, 2012, Board meeting was rescheduled a week later to June 11.
The next regularly scheduled meeting of the League Board of Directors is Thursday, October 6, 2011, at the League office.
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