Minnesota State High School League

Board of Directors Meeting

April 7, 2011
Meeting Synopsis
Action Items

· Section football has been put on the back burner, but there will be an additional class of football starting in 2012. The Board adopted the recommendation of the Football Task Force, which was forwarded on a 13-1 vote, and voted to abandon the section football proposal. An additional recommendation of adding a seventh class of competition for the largest schools was adopted. Class AAAAAA will be comprised of the 32 largest schools by enrollment. The additional class will reduce the ratio of largest school to smallest school to approximately 1.8-to-1. Currently, Class AAAAA’s ratio is approximately 2.5-to-1. Under the seven-class plan, the next two largest school classes would each have 48 schools. The method for dividing the smallest three of the 11-man classes is yet to be determined. The task force was charged with studying options to alleviate football scheduling problems that some schools were having. Previously the Board had adopted recommendations to allow Zero Week scheduling and the establishment of a scheduling clearinghouse at the League office.
· The Board formally endorsed action taken by its Executive Committee in March, approving a revamped 2011 State Baseball Tournament schedule. For the second consecutive year, the championship games of all three classes will be played at Target Field, home of the Minnesota Twins. The Prep Championship Series will be played on Tuesday, June 21, with Class A at noon, Class AA at 3 p.m. and Class AAA at 6 p.m. The quarterfinal games of all classes will be played on Thursday, June 16, at one of the two usual sites for each class. Championship and consolation semifinals, the third-place games and consolation title games will be played at two different sites per class the next day. The championship games need to be delayed a few days because the Twins are finishing up a home stand at Target Field.
· The Board also approved adding three wheelchair events to track and field competition effective immediately. Athletes in wheelchairs will be able to compete in 800-meter and 1600-meter track events, and shot put will be the field event. The events are available during both the regular season and in post-season meets.
· The Board gave unanimous approval to administrative region and competitive section assignments for the 2011-2013 school years. Lists and color-coded maps of the new competitive section assignments are available on one of the tabs of the home page of the League Web site.
· The Board gave unanimous approval to forwarding an updated version of the General Eligibility bylaws to the Representative Assembly for consideration at its May 16 meeting. The 100 series of bylaws has been under review by a Board ad hoc committee since last fall. The revisions primarily clarify intent and application of the bylaws.
Discussion Items

· Updated membership responsibilities concerning eligibility verification forms and the posting of team rosters and season schedules on the League Web site will also be on the June meeting action agenda. The committee is recommending a 48-hour grace period for non-compliance with the eligibility verification form deadlines before fines would be imposed. The proposal would require League staff to notify athletics/activities directors and their assistants by e-mail of due dates 48 hours in advance. Should the due date still be missed, both the AD and assistant, plus the principal would be notified by e-mail and given an additional 24 hours to comply. If there is still non-compliance after that, the AD and superintendent would be notified by e-mail that the information will need to be completed by the end of that business day or face a fine. The proposed fine is $500. The proposed fine for non-compliance with the program information deadlines is $250 per activity. The membership responsibilities chart also pertains to membership and activity renewals, co-op sponsorships, area meeting attendance, rules meeting attendance, wrestling weight certifications, submission of ethical tennis lineups, and student transfer forms. The most recent addition to the chart pertains to head coaching education requirements. Failure to meet the stated requirements include the most serious consequence of losing eligibility to coach for any particular season. New online continuing education modules will have to be completed for the first time starting with the Fall 2011 seasons.
· The Board members were encouraged to solicit interest from their constituents regarding a yet-to-be-determined partnership with FIRST Robotics. FIRST stands for For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology. Currently there are 131 Minnesota high schools involved in the FIRST competition. The League has been invited to get involved with sponsoring robotics competition as a new non-athletic activity. The robotics issue will be revisited at its next meeting in June.
· The Board members were encouraged to solicit interest from their constituents regarding potential sponsorship of a journalism competition. Like robotics, exploration of a journalism competition addresses a 2010-11 Board goal of considering the addition of new academic-related activities. This issue, too, will be revisited at its next meeting in June. Eight other state associations already sponsor journalism competitions.
Board Committee Reports


Eligibility Committee


The Board adopted 15 separate eligibility recommendations from the committee.


Audit/Finance Committee


The Board approved the financial statements for the months of January and February. At the committee’s recommendation, the Board approved a new policy pertaining to the investment of League funds.

Marketing Committee


The committee began its review of results from a survey of 144 random constituents around the state in an effort to affirm the perception findings of the marketing report provide by Tunheim Partners last fall. Further review is required and the committee may be able to make some recommendations to the full Board at its June meeting.

Technology/Coaches and Officials Education Committee


The committee recommended and the Board approved entering into an agreement with an organization called Partnering for Youth to provide ethical leadership training for students. The voluntary program will offer participating schools two training dates with curriculum, $1,000 to pay an advisor for the program and $500 to provide for implementation of the program.
Extra Points
· Legislative lobbyist and legal counsel Roger Aronson reported that both the House and Senate have passed K-12 education bills, but that the conference committee process was in limbo. He indicated that this is the 14th week of the session, and with the May 23 adjournment deadline looming, a special session is likely. Vikings stadium bills are expected to be introduced soon and he will be monitoring them to make sure they include provisions for hosting League soccer and football tournaments. He continues to lobby for a bill that will ensure that the current exemption of state sales tax on tournament tickets, as well as regular season tickets sold by member schools, is extended. He also said that bills are under consideration dealing with concussion recognition and protocols that are aimed more at youth-level activities since the League has been proactive on the issue for several years already.
· Election of new Board officers will take place at the June meeting. Mindy Sparby, Belle Plaine activities director, is the president-elect. Candidates to date are: Rick Bleichner, Breckenridge superintendent, and Mark Fredericksen, Waconia principal, for vice president; and Luanne Wagner, St. Francis assistant principal, for treasurer.
The next regularly scheduled meeting of the League Board of Directors is Monday, June 6, 2011, at the League office.

