Minnesota State High School League

Board of Directors Meeting

June 6, 2011
Meeting Synopsis

Action Items

· Election of new Board officers for 2011-12 took place. Mindy Sparby, Belle Plaine activities director, was elected president; Mark Fredericksen, Waconia principal, was elected vice president; and Luanne Wagner, St. Francis assistant principal, was elected treasurer.
· The Board approved a motion to have the League become a presenting partner of FIRST robotics competition. This action is in line with the Board goal of finding new ways to help students become involved with school activities. Minnesota will be the first state in the nation to have a partnership between FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology) and a high school activities governing body.
· The Board approved 2011-12 speech books/topics as recommended by the speech coaches association.
· The Board approved the preliminary budget for 2011-12, including $295,803 that is expected to be returned to schools as expense reimbursements.
· The Board approved the membership responsibilities portion of the Coaches Education Requirements.
· The Board approved opt-ups and opt-downs for the 2012 football season, when a seventh competitive class for the largest 32 schools will be added. The Board also approved a football rule change, requiring four players to be positioned on each side of the kicker when an onside kick is attempted, and that no contact can take place until the ball has traveled 10 yards.
· The Board denied a requested Nordic skiing policy change that would have allowed all individuals finishes to be counted in team scoring at the state meet.

Discussion Items

· Staff media specialist John Millea updated the board on efforts to partner with the Minnesota High School Press Association. The MHSPA is excited about the opportunity to work with the League, and discussions are ongoing. More details should be available at the August board meeting. Millea also informed the Board that the Minnesota Twins and Timberwolves will be hosting “MSHSL Student Sports Information Director Days,” allowing students involved in the Student SID program the opportunity to get an inside look at how the media covers professional sports.

Board Committee Reports

Eligibility Committee
The Board adopted six separate eligibility recommendations from the committee.

Audit/Finance Committee
The Board approved the financial statements for the months of March and April and the renewal of a two-year policy for catastrophic insurance.
Marketing Committee
The committee continued its review of results from a survey of constituents in an effort to affirm the perception findings of the marketing report provided by Tunheim Partners last fall. The committee will provide further details at the August Board meeting, with some recommendations expected at that time.
Technology/Coaches and Officials Education Committee

The committee explored a point system for seeding and will continue to do so.

Extra Points

· Board members whose terms have expired were recognized. They are Carol Bomben, Ray Kirch, Brent Robbins, John Schumacher, Bill Webb and Les Zellmann.
· Minnesota Prep Photo, the official League photography partner, showed the board a slideshow of photos from the past year’s League events.

· Legislative lobbyist and legal counsel Roger Aronson reported on concussion legislation that will take effect in the 2011-12 school year, talked about Vikings stadium discussions and how the League might be affected, and updated the board on other legislative matters.

· Legal counsel Patrick Kelly informed the board about a legal case involving a high school student who is suing a school district, as well as the League, regarding eligibility issues.

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the League Board of Directors is Tuesday, August 16, 2011, at the Ruttger’s Bay Lake Conference Center.

