
Advisory Committee Report to the MSHSL Board of Directors 
 

Committee: Dance Team Coaches  Submitted: 2/14/22 9:30pm; Revised 3/15/22 
 

Committee Members: Alyse Iorio Eichorst (Wayzata, AAA), Jenny Raiche (Eastview, AAA), Kris Rydland 

(Chaska, AAA), Nadia Fischer Danziesen (Becker, AA), Megan Wieseler (Holy Family, AA), Tiffany Sandhurst 

(New Prague, AA), Chelsea Lockrem (Cannon Falls, A), Ashley Harkins (Lake City, A), Kelsey Field (PACT, A) 
 

Agenda recommendations for a change to the current Dance Team Advisory rules and policies. 
 

Current Rule/Policy: State the rule/policy as it appears in the current Rules and Policies Manual:  Each 

class in the State Tournament shall have a qualifying round, and six (6) teams shall advance to the finals. 

AWARDS: Section 1st-3rd place teams 

 

Submit your proposed change to the above-stated rule/policy: Classes A, AA, and AAA shall have a 

qualifying round of Section Tournament play and the top two teams in both jazz and kick will advance to 

State Preliminaries and receive individual medals and  a plaque. Teams placing third through fifth will be 

announced as advancing to a State Qualifier. Twelve teams shall compete at the State Qualifier. The top 

four teams will be announced (receiving State Qualifier plaques and white 3rd place Section medals) as 

advancing to the State Preliminary round. Twelve teams shall compete in State Prelims, and six (6) teams 

shall advance to State Finals (current State Tournament procedure). 

 

Identify your rationale for the proposed change:  

*Creates an opportunity for additional post season play for athletes. 

*Maintains geographic representation from all Sections at the State Tournament. 

*Provides additional opportunity for revenue. 

*Equalizes the amount of preparation time for each round of postseason play (currently sections are 

divided between two weekends). 

*Creates added exposure for dance team at the State level. 

*Makes Dance Team more in line with other sports by offering multiple rounds of post season play. 
 

Cite an example of how the proposed change would affect this activity: Creates another round of 

postseason play. 
 

How does your proposal impact: 

a. the tournament administration: One site per class would administer State Qualifiers and revenue 

would be divided between regions. 

b. the change in competition time needed to accommodate your recommendation: All Sections would 

compete two weeks prior to the State tournament. The State Qualifying round would be held between 

Sections and the State Tournament. 

a. c. the number of competitors: No change in Sections or State Prelims/Finals. Sections would advance 12 

jazz and 12 kick teams to the proposed State Qualifiers in each class. 

d. the facilities needed to accommodate your recommendation: Sections Sections Facilities: Need facilities 

to accommodate all 12 Tournaments on one day. “Super sites” could be utilized to run multiple Sections in 

one day similar to how Bloomington Kennedy currently hosts 3AAA in the morning and 1AAA in the evening. 
 

Sections Officials: If they are all held at separate locations, with 5 officials per competition, around 96 total 

personnel (including officials, kick counter/timers, and tabulators) would be needed to run the competition. 

JAM (Judges Association of Minnesota) Schedulers have said it would be possible with their current roster 

to fill panels for this set up. 



 
State Qualifiers: State Qualifiers will be run at one site per class. A facility is needed that can accommodate 

nearly 2000+ spectators. For reference: In recent years, 2AAA had 1355 spectators and 1AAA had 1849 with 

12-14 teams competing. Consideration to make it a more centralized location for each class. JAM would also 

be able to provide panels for these three competitions as well. 

 

e. the number of awards: No medals for third place teams at each Section. Same number of State Qualifier 

plaques would be needed. 

 

f. other items which should be considered regarding the above-stated proposal: Maintains geographic 

representation from all Sections while not incurring additional costs above current structure. 

 
This proposal has much support from coaches from all classes, many Athletic Directors, as well as information 
from JAM that the proposed change in the number of tournaments on one day can work with their roster of 
officials. 
 
Submitted by: Alyse Iorio Eichorst 
Position: Head Coach, Wayzata Dance Team 
Phone Number: 763-442-3729 
Email: alyse.iorio@wayzataschools.org 


