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Committee: Clay Target     Submitted on: April 20, 2022 
 
Committee Members: Tim Leighton - MSHSL, John Nelson - Minnesota State High School Clay Target League 
 
Agenda recommendations for a change to the current 2023 MSHSL Clay Target State Tournament and all 
future years. Advisory rules and policies. 
 
Current Rule/Policy: State the rule/policy as it appears in the current Rules and Policies Manual:  Top 100 
conference season averages qualify for participating in the individual competition. 
 
Submit your proposed change to the above-stated rule/policy: Top 100 boys and 25 girls in conference 
season average qualify for participating in the individual competition. 
 
Identify your rationale for the proposed change:  
1) The Minnesota State High School Clay Target League is comprised of approximately 80% male and 20% 
female. The female audience market share has grown considerably from about 5% six years ago. 
2) Since the inception of the Clay Target State Tournament in 2014, no female has earned an individual award. 
3) The Minnesota State High School Clay Target League has recognized top individuals accomplishments by 
gender in all conference and Championship competitions since the League's inception in 2008. 
4) Team competitors, regardless of gender, selected by the head coach would not change. 
 
Cite an example of how the proposed change would affect this activity: 1) Adding a girls competition would 
add a flight to the schedule and increase the individual competition timing by about 45 minutes. 
2) MSHSL would be required to add 8 (plus any ties) medals to the awards. 
3) Qualifying an additional 25 athletes would increase revenue by $1,125 and increase target costs by $850. 
4) Additional recognition for females will create a positive response to the MSHSL and the Clay Target League 
immensely by increasing the number of females participating in clay target shooting sports. 
 
How does your proposal impact: 
a. the tournament administration: 1) IT services needs to be updated for scoring postings, qualifications, 
registration, and more. The Clay Target League will be responsible for this. 
2) All website and program content for both MSHSL and Clay Target League will need to be updated. 
b. the change in competition time needed to accommodate your recommendation: It will add approximate 
45 minutes to the afternoon event. Since the team competition is in the morning, this change will not affect 
that schedule. 
c. the number of competitors: Adds 25 females for a new competition and approximately 10 additional boys 
to the existing top 100 qualifiers. 
d. the facilities needed to accommodate your recommendation: No effect. 
e. the number of awards: Add 8 (plus ties) medals. 
f. other items which should be considered regarding the above-stated proposal: No additional items. 
 
Submitted by: John Nelson, USA Clay Target League 
Position: President 
Phone Number: 612-490-1388 
Email: jnelson@usaclaytarget.com 


