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Committee: Speech Advisory   Submitted on: May 10, 2022 

 

Committee Members: Ross Eichele, Kasey Wacker, Rachel Schott, Luke Ostrander, John Kleinwolterink, 

and Bev Diles 

 

Agenda recommendations for a change to the current Speech  Advisory rules and policies. 

 

Current Rule/Policy: State the rule/policy as it appears in the current Rules and Policies Manual:  In the 

rules for Duo Interpretation, the fourth bullet point currently reads: "There shall be no body contact 

between speakers. Interpreters may refer to each other and make eye contact with each other during 

the introduction and/or transitions.There shall be no body contact between speakers." 

 

Submit your proposed change to the above-stated rule/policy: The proposal is for the fourth bullet 

point to read: 

There shall be no intentional body contact between speakers, except during the introduction. 

Interpreters may refer to each other and make eye contact with each other during the introduction 

and/or transitions. 

 

Identify your rationale for the proposed change: Duo interpretation already allows competitors to have 

eye contact and to reference each other during the introduction and/or transitions.  This proposal is 

consistent with the spirit of the rule's current treatment of eye contact and speakers being allowed to 

reference each other in the introduction.  

 

Cite an example of how the proposed change would affect this activity: This would allow competitors 

to touch during the introduction.  Examples could include shaking hands, a dance move, etc.  Because 

the introduction is outside of the interpretation of the piece of literature, students having the ability to 

have contact in the introduction has no impact on the artistic choices within the performance of the 

script.  

 

How does your proposal impact: 

a. the tournament administration: This proposal has no impact on tournament administration. 

b. the change in competition time needed to accommodate your recommendation: This proposal has 

no impact on competition time for implementation. 

c. the number of competitors: This proposal has no impact on the number of competitors. 

d. the facilities needed to accommodate your recommendation: This proposal has no impact on 

facilities. 

e. the number of awards: This proposal has no impact on the number of awards. 

f. other items which should be considered regarding the above-stated proposal: This proposal has no 

impact on other items in speech.  It is unique to this category, because there are no other interpretation 

categories in which students perform a piece of literature together. 

 

Submitted by: Ross Eichele 

Position: President of the Minnesota Speech Coaches Association and Head Speech Coach at Eagan High 

School 

Phone Number: 612-840-9195 

Email: ross.eichele@district196.org 


