
Advisory Committee Report to the MSHSL Board of Directors 
 

Committee: Speech Advisory   Submitted on: May 10, 2022 

 

Committee Members: Ross Eichele, Kasey Wacker, Rachel Schott, Luke Ostrander, John Kleinwolterink, 

and Bev Diles 

 

Agenda recommendations for a change to the current Speech Advisory rules and policies. 

 

Current Rule/Policy: State the rule/policy as it appears in the current Rules and Policies Manual:  Section 

5 of categories under Extemporaneous Speaking, bullet number 6: 

  

Original Text: 

During the thirty (30) minutes of preparation of the speech, students may consult 

published books, magazines, newspapers and journals and Internet articles 

downloaded from established news sources, provided: 

A. They are complete originals or photocopies of whole pages. 

B. There is no written material on that original or copy other than highlighting 

in a single color and citation information (such as publication title and date). 

C. Topical index may be present. No other material shall be allowed in the prep 

room other than stated above. Extemporaneous speeches, handbooks, 

briefs, and outlines shall be barred from the prep room. Outlines and notes 

created in the prep room during preparation time at the tournament are 

allowed. 

D.  Students are not permitted the use of computers to do research during the 

preparation period but may use computers to retrieve already-stored 

Information. 

 

 

Submit your proposed change to the above-stated rule/policy: During the thirty (30) minutes of 

preparation of the speech, students may consult 

published books, magazines, newspapers and journals, and online sources, provided: 

A. Printed texts are complete originals or photocopies of whole pages. 

B. There is no written material on that original or copy other than highlighting 

in a single color and citation information (such as publication title and date). 

C. Topical index may be present. No other material shall be allowed in the prep 

room other than stated above. Extemporaneous speeches, handbooks, 

briefs, and outlines shall be barred from the prep room. Outlines and notes 

created in the prep room during preparation time at the tournament are 

allowed. 

D.  Students are permitted the use of computers and internet to do research during the preparation 

period and may use computers to retrieve already-stored information. 

E. The host school and/or tournament staff are not responsible for providing any facilities, equipment, 

internet access, or assistance in a contestant’s use of their device. 



 

Identify your rationale for the proposed change: The use of Internet during preparation time for 

Extemporaneous Speaking happens during the regular season, and is allowed in National Speech and 

Debate Association competitions.  During the pandemic students were allowed to use the Internet in 

Extemporaneous Speaking for MSHSL competitions because they were already online for the Zoom 

rooms, and because there was no way to police if students were doing research on the Internet or just 

accessing stored files.  

This proposal brings the rules in line with current practice during the regular season, in National Speech 

and Debate Association competitions, as well as what was allowed during the pandemic when 

competitions were completely online. 

 

Cite an example of how the proposed change would affect this activity: This proposal allows students 

to use the Internet during their preparation time as they create an extemporaneous speech.  This is 

currently happening at all tournaments during the season leading up to sub-section, section, and state 

competitions.  

 

How does your proposal impact: 

a. the tournament administration: It has no impact on tournament administration. 

 

b. the change in competition time needed to accommodate your recommendation: There is no impact 

here.  Students are already using the Internet during invitational tournaments. 

 

c. the number of competitors: This proposal has no impact on the number of competitors. 

 

d. the facilities needed to accommodate your recommendation: This proposal has no impact on 

facilities. 

 

e. the number of awards: This proposal has no impact on the number of awards. 

 

f. other items which should be considered regarding the above-stated proposal: This proposal has no 

impact on other items in speech.  

 

Submitted by: Ross Eichele 

Position: President of the Minnesota Speech Coaches Association and Head Speech Coach at Eagan High 

School 

Phone Number: 612-840-9195 

Email: ross.eichele@district196.org 


