
You are invited to the 2023 Student Conference-Together We Make a Difference- From Conver-
sa@on to Ac@on on January 13, 2023. Osseo Area School District has generously offered to host 
this event from 9:00AM-2:00PM at Park Center Senior High School in Brooklyn Park, MN.  

Between August and October, Forbes Solu@ons PLLC and Youth Lens 360 partnered with the 
Minnesota State High School League, AMSD, the Minneapolis Founda@on and several other as-
socia@ons on a statewide ini@a@ve to address racial harm in athle@cs and school ac@vi@es. Sev-
en student-led statewide convenings hosted 1500 students to discuss the issue of racial harm, 
bias and cross pollinate ideas to create an@-racist events for athle@cs and ac@vi@es across the 
state. The results were amazing.  

AVer reviewing thousands of student voice responses, several themes emerged. These themes 
will become the focus of the student conference where students will once again lead and facili-
tate discussions, create ac@on steps and work together to create a collec@ve ac@on plan for re-
specWul behavior at athle@c and school ac@vi@es. How will we implement the ideas that we cul-
@vated during the conversa@ons? What ac@ons will we take? What will it look like when we are 
successful? Who do we need to engage to make it happen? These are the ques@ons that the 
students will answer at the conference.  

All districts across Minnesota are invited. Here is a link to the website:  

thestudentconferencemn.com  
  
We are invi@ng each school to send 10 students to join us. We also encourage you to give pref-
erence to athletes and par@cipants who a[ended a World Café event this past summer. If you 
were not able to par@cipate, no problem, your students will s@ll be able to fully engage in the 
ac@vi@es and lend their voice to the solu@ons we will develop.  To offer a li[le context, here is 
the call to ac@on that led up to the ini@a@ves over the summer:  

Call to Ac)on 

Recently students, schools and communi@es have experienced racist events that tell us we as 
school leaders have work to do to raise the level of respect and honor for diversity and inclusion 
of all students in Minnesota athle@cs and ac@vi@es. Mistreatment of anyone on any basis is not 
only intolerable, but also something we, as educa@onal leaders, unequivocally condemn. Racial, 
religious, or sexual harassment is simply unacceptable in our schools. The goal of safe, support-
ive school environments is of paramount importance. It is essen@al that every effort be made, 
and ac@on is taken to ensure that all students have a safe environment in which to learn and 
par@cipate in ac@vi@es. In addi@on, vic@ms of racist words or ac@ons need support. In response 
to these incidents an ini@a@ve has been launched to improve athlete, coach, spectator, student, 
staff and parent behavior in all ac@vi@es. 

http://thestudentconferencemn.com


During August, September and October of this year, student-created, student-led conversa@ons 
were held across the state of Minnesota to discuss respect, racism and bias in student athle@cs 
and ac@vi@es. Student champions were recruited to facilitate these conversa@ons. We hosted 
seven in person World Café style conversa@ons with hundreds of students from different re-
gions in the state. 

We hope that you will consider sending students to the conference on January 13, 2023.  

Please contact us at info@thestudentconferencemn.com if you have any ques@ons.  

On December 15, 2022, and January 4, 2023, from 10:00AM-10:45AM we will be hos@ng a 
zoom conference for any Superintendents, AD’s, Coaches, Principals and Equity Directors to 
learn more about the conference and to answer any ques@ons that you may have.  

We encourage you to par@cipate. Here is the zoom call informa@on: 

December 15, 2022 
Topic: The Student Conf. Informa@on Session 
Time: Dec 15, 2022, 10:00 AM Central Time (US and Canada) 
Join Zoom Mee@ng 
h[ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/7305306931  
Mee@ng ID: 730 530 6931 

January 4, 2023 
Topic: The Student Conf. Informa@on Session 
Time: Jan 4, 2023, 10:00 AM Central Time (US and Canada) 
Join Zoom Mee@ng 
h[ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/7305306931 
Mee@ng ID: 730 530 6931 

mailto:info@thestudentconferencemn.com

