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1.    I Call Her Name page 223 
2.    He Asks How Operation Red is Going page 224 
3.    I Send Him Back a Zillion Smiley Faces page 226 
4.    Then page 228 
5.    We Find the Hidden Key page 230 
6.    Cristo’s Yard Is So Beautiful page 232 
7.    I Grab a Couple of Towels page 234 
8.    Sequoia Yawns In Response page 235 
9.    So I Suggest page 237 
10.    Somehow This Sound Triggers a Memory page 239 
11.    Before We Head Off  page 240 
12.    Red Peeks at the Picture Over My Shoulder page 241 
13.    I’m So Mad page 242   
14.    I Dash Across the Lawn page 244 
15.    Then He FaceTimes Me page 246 
16.    And We Just Sort of Gaze at Each Other page 247 
17.    The Bicycles Are Perfect page 249 
18.     On the Way to Cristo’s Backyard page 251 
19.     She Always Used to Say She Did, Anyway page 252 
20.     Though I Sort of Wish I Had page 254 
21.     I Know I Should Just Say Good Night page 255 
22.     When Pixel and I Get Home page 256 
23.     God I Miss My Brother Tonight page 258 
24.     And That’s the Kind of Guy Dad Was,Too page 260 
25.     I Toss and Turn for Hours page 262 
26.     Fifteen Minutes Later page 264 
27.     There’s Red! page 265 
28.     But Looks Can Be Deceiving page 267 
29.     I Can Feel My Cheeks Burning Up page 268 
30.     Then She Bursts Out Laughing page 269 
31.     We Share Another Laugh at This page 271 
32.     But When I Call Out to Pixel page 272 
33.     I Look Down at My High-Tops page 273 
34.     A Half Hour Later page 275 
35.     Two Hours Later page 277 
36.     When We Get Back to Christo’s page 278 
37.     When You’re Riding Your Bike page 279 
38.     But an Hour Later page 281 
39.     For the Last Couple of Days page 283 
40.     I Don’t Get It, God page 285 
41.     When I Tell Red What’s Going On page 286 



42.    There’s Only Five Days Left Till Christmas Eve page 288 
43.    I’ve Been Trying My Best page 289 
44.    Finally page 290 
45.    For the Next Few Days page 292 
46.    When I Wake Up page 293 
47.    When We Get to Cristo’s page 295 
48.    Maybe It Would Be Better to Bring Him with Us…page 296 
49.    As Red and I Take Our Seats at the Library page 297 
50.    Red Searches My Face page 299 
51.    As We Pedal Back to the House page 301 
52.    Because a Few Seconds Later page 303 
53.    My Stomach Lurches page 304 
54.    I Steal Another Glance at Red page 305 
55.    Red and I Collapse into Each Other’s Arms page 306 
56.    But Then I Think of Pixel page 307 
57.    I Rinse Out My Mouth page 308 
58.    Then Just as I Hang Up from the Last Call page 309 
59.    We Careen Around the Block page 310 
60.    Then page 311 
61.    The Whole Way There page 313 
62.    By the Time We’re Approaching Cristo’s Gate page 314 
63.    Mom Doesn’t Answer Till the Zillionth Ring page 315 
64.    I Don’t Even Bother Answering Her page 317 
65.    All of a Sudden page 318 
66.    My Mouth Goes Dry as Dust page 319 
67.    Red Shrinks Away from Me page 321 
68.    But I Don’t Know How to Help Her page 322 
69.    Then Suddenly I’m Standing in the Chapel page 324 
70.    The Crashgrinding Roar page 325 
71.    My Fingers Start Tingling page 327  
72.    Then She Bursts Out Laughing page 329 
73.    It’s So Total and Complete page 330 
74.    I Leap onto My Bike page 331 
75.    But I Can’t page 332 
76.    When I Finally Get to Palisades Park page 333 
77.    Then page 334 
78.    I Whirl Around and Around page 335 
79.    A Sharp Pain Rips Through My Chest page 336 
80.    Did Red Feel Just Like Jimmy?   page 337 
81.    My Body Feels So Heavy All of a Sudden page 339 
82.    Then I Hear a Sound page 341 
83.    She’s Going to Jump!  page 342 
84.    I Begin Pretending to Cry page 343 
85.    She’s Standing There Frozen page 344 
86.    And Then I’m Running Toward Her Too page 345 
87.    We Cry page 346 



88.       We Pull Apart and Lock Eyes  page 347 
89.       A Few Delirious Minutes Later page 348 
90.       I Can't Help Cracking Up at This page 349 
91.       And We’re Just Sort of Sitting Here page 350 
92.       And Just Then page 351 
93.       I Hold My Phone Out to Red page 352 
94.       I Tell Her All About Noah page 353 
95.       The Ice in Red’s Eyes Has Melted page 355 
96.       My Dad Doesn’t Really Like Alcohol page 357 
97.       The Truth Is page 359 
98.       I Just Wanted to Have Some Fun page 360 
99.       I Stopped in My Tracks page 362 
100. But page 364 
101. Red Squeezes My Hand page 365 
102. Then Red Gathers Me into Her Arms page 367 
103. Suddenly Red Pulls Away from Me page 368 
104. Pixel Cocks His Head at Me page 370 
105. I Suck in a Breath page 371 
106. I Give Red a Giant Bear Hug page 372 
107. I Can Tell by the Look on Her Face page 373 
108. I Wish I Could Stay page 375 
109. So What Red’s Mom Actually Says Is This: page 376 
110. Her Mom’s Crying Now page 378  
111. After I Say Good-Bye page 379 
112. Red Wraps Her Arms Around Herself page 380 
113. My Blood Freezes page 382 
114. Now Red Breaks into a Run page 383 
115. Her Eyes…page 384 
116. Keeping a Tight Hold on Her Hand page 385 
117. The Ambulance Arrives Five Minutes Later page 386 
118. This Isn’t Just a Sprinkle page 388 
119. A Second Later page 390 
120. My Parents Pick Up on the Very First Ring page 391 
121. And That’s When I Realize page 392 
122. A Few Minutes Later page 393 
123. When My Parents Finally Let Go of Me page 394 
124. Then I Leap onto My Bike page 395 
125. Pretty Soon page 396  
126. When She Opens Her Eyes Again page 398 
127. I Can Feel Her Words page 399 
128. I Refuse to Cry…I Absolutely Refuse! page 401 
129. Then She Heaves a Ragged Sigh page 403 
130. I Let My Mother’s Words page 404 
131. Until Today page 406 
132. When Mom and I page 407 
133. When We Get to Christo’s page 408 



134. When She’s Done page 409 
135. When Sequoia Eats Her Dinner page 411 
136. I Feel So Overwhelmed All of a Sudden page 412 
137. My Battery’s Totally Dead page 413 
138. I’m Not Going to Say page 415 
139. The Truth Is page 417 
140. But When It Gets Real Bad page 418 
141. When I Wake Up on December 31st page 420 
142. Halfway There page 422 
143. I Pedal Through Palisades Park page 423 
144. A Part of Me page 425 
145. When I Answer Cristo’s Call page 426 
146. What I Know Now page 428  
147. Then page 429 
148. I’m Still Not Sure If God Exists page 430 
149. It’s Almost Midnight page 431 
150. The Emcee Starts Counting Down page 432 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


